
UNLEASHING THE 

POWER OF COMMUNITY



Community
is a group of people who identify with

and support one another



Our communities are defined 

by our circles of relationships

Participation

Friendship

Intimacy

Economic 

Exchange



POTENTIAL OF PLACE



Common Identity



Manageable Scale



Bumping Places



Opportunities for Collective Action



Opportunities for Place Making



Potential for Inclusive Participation



Two Tools for Meeting Peopleôs Needs

1. Service delivery

2. Community action



SERVICE 

DELIVERY

COMMUNITY

ACTION

Agencies Associations

Professionals/

volunteers/clients

Citizens

Top-down Democratic

Focus on needs Focus on gifts

One way Reciprocal

Siloed Holistic

Depends on money Depends on 

relationships



YOUR TURN:
What is the role of community 

for each of the following?

Care for the earth

Care for one another

Health promotion

Crime prevention

Disaster response

Placemaking 



POWER OF COMMUNITY



Ballard Neighbourhood, Seattle

Power to Care for the Earth






